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At tho lata annual meeting of the Plymouth Church, Brook'ya, 

h«lJ at th«) bpgiaaing of the pre.^eat year, a discussion arose, wV.ion 

•vis protracted to fiva evenlns?, respecting tha use to be mad© of 

fauC3 collected for Foreiga illssions. The main qaestioa at issue Tas 

iQTOlved ia the following resolution: 

Reaolved, That this Church contribute no more money to tb(» 
American Board of Commissioatirs for Foreiga Missiocs." 

The ground of this proposed di'cmtinuance of contributions to tho 
American E")ard was the allt'gad coiisplicity of that corpora,tion •xith 
the 3yste;Ti of American Slavery, hy sustaining slaveholcling Mission 
Churches among the North American Indiana. 

On the fourth night of the debate, the pastor of tha Church, tba 
Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, made an address, two hours in length, 
maintaining — 

'*That the Americau Board wis the proper depoaitory of the con 
lirinntions of Plymouth Church for Foreiga Missions; that th-; Liojiid 
had. to an unparalleled d-^^ree, hept pace with public Fentiment on 
tha pubj^ct of s'.avt»rj; that it now h'jld anti slavery doctriues, and 
had faithfully and coasistently api»lied the.se c.octrin'^s to mi;-i.*iooary 
work; and that its record, on this whole subject, win clean, cl!?.^r 
and purr.*." 

At the conclusion of hU speech, ilr. TiUou obtained the floor for 
&Q imm-'diate reply, but gave wiiy, owing to the lateness of the boar, 
to a motion for adjournment; with the understanding that be should 
open the debate on tho foUowiog evening. The geueral inier^rst 
nxelted by the di.-cu-siou dve-.v together, on the closing r.ight, 
audience that crowded thu Ur^e edifice in every parr. Mr. Tiiron'* 
argument, in rorly, is f;''---2:\ in f.i'l in the following fa.^?-. At tb^ 
clos5 of it> dtii-'n-y, Mr. L'c.-';h-:r added a rejoinder, after 1:'^., t'.- a 
" pi-evious qaestloa" wa.n cahud, and the vote tak^ n. 7. " result 
wa<s (["or "variou ^ roi.son?, not unoxj^cct'jdty) a m^jorilr in UTr.r 
'ibe Americ-m Boarl. 
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My very dear friend, to whose speech I now undertake 
to reply, was so frank and gCQeroos, last Monday evening, 
io hi3 allusions to some of the young men of this Chorch, 
who, growing up for yeara under bis teachinga, had at 
laat found themselves differing in certain points from their 
teacher, that I cannot but tarry a moment, at the threshold 
of my argument, to thank him for his kindness. I think, 
air, you will agree with me, it was characteristic of the 
maD. It was a fresh instance of that large-heartedness, 
that generosity, that warmth of nature that have won for 
him the admiration and affection not only of the young 
men of his Church, but of the old men— and not oniy of 
his Church, but everywhere. I remember reading of a 
nobleman of the Court of Qaeen Elizibetb, who thought 
it a sofficient honor to hiaiiolf to bo ciilleJ " the friar.d cf 
Sir Philip Sidney." Oa very many Gf;cii?iorj?, both lu 
private and in public, 1 have been received into ue>v cir- 
cles of society as the friend of the pastor of tills Church ; 
and I am sure that never in ray life have I been mora 
proud of any introduction ! When Louis Kcssutli called 
Walter Sava^^e L:indor his frienr], the old poet lifted up 
bis hands and exclaimed, " Henceforth, no man cuu honor 
me ! " I need not say to any member of this Church tliat 
I love its minister, almost as 1 love no other man ! Nor 
need I say that when 1 come to-night to sprak in oppoji* 
tion to bis views, it is from no lack of good-feilow^-hip or 
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good feeling towards bim ; for, 5«tandiog in this pulpit, in 
the presence of this Church which baa grown up under 
h\B Idbora and hia prayer?, I humbly now invoke upon 
him the blessing of Gocl, and pray that he may be 
sustained with unabated strength in his noble and suc- 
ceasfd service in this Church of Jesaa Christ, until, after 
many years, he shall be as old and white-haired as that 
venerable man, his father, who now, pa3t four-score, has 
travelled up so near to the summit of the Mount of 
Vision that his Ltiad is already among its snows, waiting 
to break through into the glory beyond ! 

My friend*3 generous words, on Monday night, were of 
themselves a sufficient rebuke to those gentlemen who so 
privately, yet industrioualy, have labored to make it ap- 
pear, to the minds of many on whose votes shall rest the 
decision of this debate, that when a young man in this 
Church ventures to speak a word in opposition to words 
spoken by the minister, the act is to be frowned upon as 
presumptuous and impertinent. I come to this platform 
because, having been a member of this Church for well 
nigh seven years, the teachings which 1 have received in 
this place, delivered from this desk, have led me hither by 
their own natural force. For 1 may truly say that I am 
indebted for my anti-slavery convictions to the instruc- 
tions of the pastor of this Church. It is, therefore, Mr, 
Beecher*3 own strong right hand that has drawn me to 
the opposite side of this question 1 I never have believed 
in the old dogma that the " king can do no wrong," nor 
will I believe in the newer dogma, v;hich seems to prevail 
to a too crreat extent throuj^hout the Cburcb, that the 
" minister can say no wrong." Therefore I speak, and 
speak freely. 

In the begioning, I beg to remind the audience that 
this di3Cu:-3ion,aUhongh it be with respect to the di>-?pOdi- 
tion of collected fundi, is nevertheless not one of money, 
but of principle. I s^y this to di^abu^e the mind of my 
friend, the Eev. I\Ir. Field, of The Evangelistj whom I 
met yesterday at dinner, and who proposed, as the easiest 
solution of our difficgltie.-, that we should settle the 



5 



question by "dividiog the money amoDg the principal 
speakers I " (Laaghter). 

The main question — not the technical question, but the 
main questioQ which underlies this discussion — the great 
illuminated background against which the present subject 
stands oat in strong relief— i3 the system of American 
slavery and the relation which the American Church 
bears, and ought to bear, to it. 

I need not, to-night, characterize with any new termg 
of condemnation that syatem which crushes down four 
millioDS of human beings, in this nation, to a level so low 
that other men's feet are set upon their necks I I will 
not draw any fresh picture of its horrors ! It is enough 
to say that it is a system which denies to men their own 
manhood ; that strikes down womanhood with despoiling 
lust ; that lays violent hands on little children, disregard- 
ing every plea of pity ; Ihiit sunders every sacred, domes- 
tic tie ; thaf, with cruel oppre^Gion, crushes down God's 
children, and, in the moment of its cruelty; points to God's 
Word for precedent, and to God's Church for the j^rotect- 
ing shadow of its spire I 1 call your attention to the fact 
that the American Church is in complicity with this sys- 
tem to an extent which you will scarcely credit wb( n I 
give you the facts and figures. Listen a moment I I 
have an authentic table of statistics, from which it appe.ira 
that the number of slaves owLcd by minidters and mem- 
bers of the Methodist Church is— how many do you 
think? Why, 219,000! 

Mr. Beech KR— That i:'', I suppose, in the Methodist 
Church 6ouih V 

Mr.TiLTON — Xo,sir ; in the Cbnrch South and North 
together; for both hold sbvc?. The nnmbrr of slaves 
owned by miiiisters and niemojjrs of the Prcs'oyttriaa 
Church. Old Schnol and Ne^, is 77 000 ; by j; iptir^Ls 
125,000; by R-formed Biip-ists (I don't think th^y ma 
alro:,Mrther reformed), 101,000 ; by Epi^'cotriliao?, 88,000 ; 
by all other denominatiouj (and 1 am glad that in the 
pupsr from which I read our ov/n denominati(m is not put 
down by name), about 55,000 ; making altogether a sum 
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total of more than 600,000 human beioga — men, women 
and children ! — for whom the walls of the Christian 
Chnrch are only a prison ! Think of it ! In this nine- 
teenth century, after the gospel of Christianity has been 
for nearly two thousand jeara working its way into the 
hearta of men, the Church — claiming Christ qs its founder, 
and attempting to lead men along the only way to the 
gate of Heaven — holds six hundred thousand human 
beings in personal and life long bondage to its ministers 
and members! I do not wonder that Albert Barnes 
said, if it were not for the American Chnrch, American 
slavery could not exist for an hour ! You mubt remem- 
i-er, too, that this great multitude of slaves, held by 
chnrch-members and church-ministers, are held every- 
where under one and the same pretence. . The UDiversid 
plea is that 'une circumstances are justifiable"! Is'o 
s!av?no; '^i who communes with a Church will dare to 
c, fl'd mouth and say to the world that he holds hh 
ftiaves as the mu-:s cf skve-owners outside the Church 
hoid theirs. He denies that he keeps hi? hunian property 
for his selS-h proSt, and puts lorih, inUead, the ifiiHerubls 
pretence that his oppro3;ion is meant for the slaves' moral 
and religious in truciion,and their highest spiritual good 1 
^Jothiui' is D"5cre conmicn in the Church than the apolo<^7 
that slcivt^ry is a beDi::{n mizsionary ic-slituiion ! 

Now^ I vvi^h tlii? CiUirch to aid in no v^-ay, not even 
by (tic f-o'A'k-st contribution, any Soc'ety or Board thiit 
is ir. c-ivUKjlicity with this cruel system. I shall attempt 
to j;ro"fo T':j?.f t':'e ^-^mericaa Do;ud cf Comrni^.-jionera for 
IW.^^o M'>3iGr.? 13 at thirl moment in cornplirjity v>i*h 
this 7sx0V:'-z ar.! :rinje. If I prove tliis, it v/ii!, of cwur^e, 
fjllor-r tiiat this Church ou^/'ut at on«:e to sever it^ con- 
nection vritb tbi«^ Board. 

But, in the 0:^t p'uce, allow me to ej:or£.:s my surprise 
at the way in v>'bich my friirnd undertook to vindicate;; tee 
Americiu Board. Oi-e of h's nvoi^i; ar^^un-'^nti— and it 
struck me with great astoiiii-hrr.eLt :~v/u3 tb-.tt tb's v.x'S 
a " venerable institution '* ! I sjy it Etru'jk me with 
ealODi'dhmPut ; for I have b^ard hifu d:c!o.ie, in this very 
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palplt, that he " would never be moved by reverence one > 
step even towarda the worship of Godl" Nay, sir, i 
standing in the presence of hoary iostitutiona that have , 
claimed honor on account of age, he has always exclainaed, ; 
** No! I have iron knees! I will not bow down ! And > 
yet, on Monday night, he said, and repeated it again and 1 
again," The Aaierican Board \s a venerable institutioa ! | 
Sir, what if it be venerable ? It is not therefore sacred I j 
My friend will pardon me if I say that when he offered | 
that vindication, I took it as a sarcasm — equalled only by ! 
the exquisite humor that lay unconsciously hid under an- j 
other argument which he immrdiately afterward alleged, ' 
that beloved the American Board because, in his early j 
life, he bad driven fast horses with some of the mission- j 
uries I (Laughter.) ' 

But the most significant part of my friend's addresa 
was his plea for the admission of slaveholders into thg 
Chnrcb. 1 confess, sir, this was new to me ! For during 
seven years past, up to Monday night, if anybody had 
asked me,** Would Plymouth Church, under any circum- 
stances, admit a slaveholder to its nierabership? " I 
would have answered most unqualifiedly, " No." I do 
not now refe*r to Mr. Beecber's ingenious and adroit 
esplanation of " immediate emancipation," nor to bia 
very humorous references, often made in thia pulpit, to 
" slavery per se." The question ia not v/bether it h po^i- 
sib!e instuntaueou?ly, without a moment's flight of tiais 
between the will and the deed, for a sbiveliolder to eniun- 
C'pate his slave ; nor whether ycu cannot conceive of a 
C-ise of slavebolding v/hich is not a sin per $e ; but whe- 
ther a Christian Church, looking upon men who own and 
hold elavea, shall take to herself, wbiit the world will h/i 
very ready to give, the reproach of their admission into 
her fellowship ! For, grantirig, for the argninenl\i suke, 
that a slaveholder iiii\yi in some rcre, iufrequeut inr-tance, 
bold lo day "without guilt a slave whom be mraos to set 
irea to-iinoiTO^v— -holding him not as a slave, but os a ui-xii 
— tsolding him not in a moral enslaveHiCiit, but under the 
mere boiiow sh-!l of some I*. gal bcDd tl;at cannot at tbia 
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moment be broken-— crrantiog that there can bo such a 
case (and no one will deny that there may, although 
the owner i3 then the unwilling master of a volun- 
tary slave, and thereFore not a slaveholder, bat a man- 
holder), the question ig, Shall pucb a man, standing in such 
a relation, be received into a Courch which is commanded 
to obey the apostolic injunction to avoid even the appear- 
ance of evil ? 

Now, this is the best possible or supposable case. But 
in fifteen free States, even such a possible case is made 
impossible on their own soil ; for if a slave be brou<?ht 
into New York, by his master's consent, the slave is free 
by law, the moment he crosses the line. A master can- 
not bring his slave into a fiee State under such a regula- 
tion as my friend proposes to establish for a Church. 
If, therefore, when a Shite says to a master, bringing his 
slave across its borders, " The slave is free I " do we make 
any extraordinary demand when we turn to the Church 
and ask it to say the same thing? to say that when 
a slavebolding charch-m^^mber, standing in his pew, 
tarns round and sees his own slave coming up the aisle 
10 take a seat at the communion-table, the Church should 
call out to the slave, as the State calls out, " From the 
moment you have crossed my threshold, you are free I " 
Tell m.e, sir, shall the Christian Church be behind the 
legislative pwress of fifteen States ? 

A slaveholder is a man and something more — a man 
with a chattel. Now, 1 would muko the doors of the 
Church ?o narrow that- when the m in tries to get in, the 
chattel th it clings to bim shall be rubbed off and dropped 
behind ! 

Bat do you tell me that it is illiberal to exclude from 
a Church a sKive own-ir wiio can prove, that he stands in 
this suppo.-i'\()l«j inooccrjt relat'on to Lis s!:ive? I reply 
Ihc.t if the Church v-tre itfeif hbend in all other respects 
— if it were to break down its biuh strorg walls and 
widen its platform to all the world — if an evan^relical 
Church would admit a Christian m^»n to menroersbip 
even if he were a Unitarian or a Universalist — if an 
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orthodox congregation would give their fellowahip and 
open their membership to a aiocere and devoat Roman 
Catholic (and my friend hag said, in this pulpit, that 
many a Roman Catholic has been a sincere Christian) — 
then, I say, I will have no objection to the admission into 
the Church of a pious and devout slaveholder, wkeoevor 
you can And such a rarity in the land! But so long as 
a Chnrch employs a committee to sit at its gates, as the 
elders sat at the gates of Jerusalem, to make inquisition 
of every man who knocks for admission— to inquire of 
every new applicant what is his belief, and what is hia 
practice—so long as no man is allowed to come in who 
denies certJiin articles in our creed, or who indulges in 
certain s!D3 and peccadilloas which our Church condemos— 
so long aa the Church determiocs to be stringent with her 
candidates in all tbe?e respects, then, sir, I say, let her be 
equally stringent in her inquiries of every man who comes 
to her threshold carrying in his hands the symbols of bon- 
dage by which he holds bis fellow-men under the yoke I 
That is all I ask I 

Ig this unreasonable? Look at it! A man applies 
for admission to this Church. My friend, Mr. Coming, is 
a member of the Examining Committee. He puts close 
questions to the stranger. Mr, Corning is a well kuo':7n 
temperance man ; and he asks, " Do you use intoxicating 
liquors as a beverage ? " or " Do you sell liquor ? " 
*' Yes, sir," is the reply. " Then you cannot coine into 
the membership of this Church." " But," cays the man 
to my friend, questioning him in return, " do you believe 
that to drink a glass of wine is a sin 'per seV* Mr- 
Corning cannot say " yes.'' " Do you believe that to ^eli 
a galloD of whiskey is a sin per se ? " Mr. Cornicg can- 
cot say " yes." Nevertheless, Mr. Corning does not 
hesitate to declare that the mAO must not be adaillted I 
But when, instciid of a rumseller, there comes a slave- 
holder knocking at the door of Christ's fold, what is Mr. 
Coming's reply? Why, Mr. Corning would ask him a 
few preliminriry questions about ja^tificatory circum- 
stances, and thea say, " Come in ! come in ! " But, sir, 
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if yoQ exclade a dram-drfoker, without stopping to prova 
a Bio per se, how can yoa admit a slaveholder, under the 
apology of no ain per se 7 

' Bat Mr. Gorniog took especial pains to say, a few 
evenings ago, that he would stand on the platform of the 
Temperance Society side by side with slaveholders. Sup- 
pose he would ; what has that to do with standing side by 
side with them in the Church ? No Christian profes- 
sion 13 required of a man who enters the Temperance 
Society, if only he be oppossd to strong drink, he may 
believe in every heresy that ever a Church barred out 
of its creed. Yet, when Mr. Corning spoke so warmly 
and earnestly of a certain Southern slaveholder, whom 
he almost mentioned by name — a man prominent in the 
Temperance Union — a man with whom, as he said, he 
, was not ashamed to stand anywhere, by which 1 suppose 
he meant in the Church or out, I could not help saying 
' to myself, "Ah I Mr. Corning, I can tell you a story of 
that man I " Let me tell it now ! The man is a J udge 
in a Southern Court. A negro was once brought before 
bis for trial, whose offence consisted in haviof? fallen in 
love with a slave girl, and in afterward atttmpting to 
steal her away by night to marry her. He was caught, 
convicted and sentenced. And what was the sentence ? 
. It was the dark decree of death ! — as if the crime had 
been murder I When the Judge was written to in renion- 
. atraoce by some gentlemen in the North, he replied, by 
return mail, that he had awarded the seateace on the 
authority of the Holy Bible— adding, " I am surprised 
that you should have overlooked tbe test: * Ha that 
stealeth a man and selleth him, or if he b3 foucd in hia 
.. Jhauds, he shall surely be put to death I ' Now, it may 
be very safe for Mr. Cornicg to call this gentleirjaa to 
bis side, to stand with him in mutual cooptraticn on tbe 
Temperance platform, but what would Mr. Corcing^s 
friends in this Church siy if they v;ere to se^^ him caHio? 
out to this same cbiy/ilric South Caroiiaa Judge to come 
and sit by his side at tfas commaniuD-table spread out ia 
front of this pulpit, aud uad?;r this roof I 



11 

Bat, sir, we are not called upoa to deal with romantic, 
ideal cases of slaveboldiaa;, where the bondage la no 
bondage, but only the shadow of it. We are called upon 
to-deal with slavery as black men experience it at tb'e 
hands of red men ; slavery io v?bich slaves are held 
not bccaasa it is impossible to free them ; net because 
they coald not take care of themselves if they were free ; 
not because they are old or iflBrm ; bat because the mas- 
ters who own them would lorse their market-value by 
emancipating them ; because they are hcuse-servanta who 
are still every day needed to do the service of the ho«3e ; 
because, heloDging to o.^ners, their owners r.-qairethat 
they should be pot to a proStabie use. 1 need not say 
that they are inhumanely treated. I do not mean that 
any man shall trip m? up to-night on the easy charge that 
T am a fanatic. These slave?, on whose slavery falls the 
solemn and silent shadow of the American Board, are 
held in the same common bondau''^ with the great maag 
of their brethren who suffer servitude at the b-^nds of 
riiinisters and mtmbers of the great American Church. 
Jn a word, they are deprived of their liberty without 
their consent. This is enough, even if nothing else be 
added. It is against such slaveholding as this— actual, 
not imaginary—red, and not ideal— that I ask this 
Church to bear its testimony. 

Now, sir, I had always suppo-ed that, holding the.>a 
views, 1 held tbtm in comrnoa with the p intor of this 
Chorch. A remr.ik was reported to me the other cljiV» 
!::nce tiiis di<cu5sion b:gaQ, that v^h?o. ihe Co:i^r8:.;ratioija] 
Church ia the other di>trict of this city, of which a 
brother of Mr. Bcecher was chosen minister, m'.jt in coau- 
cil to decide upon a form of government, the icquiry 
arose us to whether they should put into t'ie coven uit a 
provision io r^fyicnca to the exolu-ion of elaTeholders. 
Our pastor sai.1," J.o the covecant of Piymoath Church, 
therein! no such provi.-ion ; b-^t we have an f.xafiiining 
corrioiittee wlio aie sharp encin^h to (]t.-tect any rijrijsolier 
or slaveholder ; t^nd yoa m'?.y be sure that neither liie one 
nor the other KOiild ever get ia ! '* Moreover, i have ibt 
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printed testimony of the pastor of this Cburcb in which 
he denies the very position he took the other night I I 
pan quote Henry Ward Beecher asfainst Henry Ward 
Beecher (lanpbter). Listen while I read from a report 
of a speech delivered from this desk, and on this very 
snbject, in the year 1855. After speaking of the Ameri- 
can Home Missionary Society, he says : 

"But there is another Society that solicits your hene- 
factioaa — the American Missionary AsFociititioo. This is 
an Anti-Slavery Mis^^ionary Society, and a larjje number 
of you, I know, ure interested iu it. It has mi3!*ioo>iri<j3 
in the slave States, who establish Churcbea th it rela?ie fel- 
lowship with elavoholders. That is right; they ovght to he 

BARRED OUT EVERY WU ERE ! " 

Now, this is qaotiosf the gentleman point blank against 
himself. Well, what does it mean ? It means this. In 
1855 a slaveholder knocks at the dcor of Plymouth 
Church, and Mr. Beecher, hearing the rap, sayi», "Bar 
him oat!" In the year 1860 the slaveholder knocks at 
the eaoie door, and Mr. Beecher, after five years' reflec- 
tion, snys, " Let him in I " 

A Voice — No ! 

Mr. TiLTON — N4>? Let me rf-nort ihe rumors of the 
Btreets and the market-place I Wherever I go, whether 
in the stage, in the railroad car, in the ferry-boat, or on 
foot up and down the streets, I am pf^petually accosted 
with the qneiiioD, " Is the pastor of Piyraouth Church 
changing his view.^? Is Mr. Brtcber growing more coq- 
servative?" I have alwuyg uiiswereil th'r=e ?a!utatioD3 
wllh an emphatic No ; unJ until MoL-rjav niirht 1 always 
belitved No. Bat what am I now to say if my friend 
puts up the bars in 1855, only to let them down in 1860 ? 
Martin Lulber nailed to llie c'rarch il'ior at Witteaihi^rg 
bis ninety-live propo.-itioni^ iurJ cballeDje'J all the world 
to dispute theti). I have rmny a time heard the pastor 
of this Church called the new Martin Luther of the nioe- 
teeuth century. Five years ago, he nailed upon hi 
church door the declaration that no rumseller or slave- 
bolder should be admitted to fe'loT^sbip inside. Does be 
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Eow tear down'the parchment tbat has been hangiog on 
the^e doors ever since I knew this Church ? Nay, sir, will 
he pluck away the greenest leaves of the laurel tbat has 
been growing greener and greener about his head for thirty 
years? f^vt-rjbody asks, " Is he changing?" I reply 
only, " Everybody says he is ! " I beg of hira, if this be 
an unjust impres-iion which everybody holds, to rid the 
public mind of it at once; I beg of him to clear av;ay 
such an imputation — in justice to himself, in jas-ice to 
this Church, in justice to the Lord Jesus whowse minister 
he is I 

Now, sir, I charge the Americsn Board "with compli- 
city with slavery because it sustains the Cherokee mis 
sion. During the last ten or fifteen years, there has been, 
among the Cbi^Tches tbat patronize the Board, a discus- 
sion on the subject of the Choctaw and Cherokee mis- 
sions. The anti-slavery sentiment has always been 
directed against these two missions, as putting the Board 
in complicity with slavery. Last year, the Choctaw 
mission was cutoff— for wb^it reasons 1 will not here state. 
The general impression among the Churches is that the 
Cherokee mission was cut off with the Choctaw, and 
that, therefore, no slavery now remains, to subject the 
Board any longer to the charge of oppression. Only 
yesterday, I met the Rev. Mr. Houghton, editor of the 
American Fresbxjterian, who said to me, " What are you 
discussing in your Church 1" I replied, " Th*-^ coroplicity 
01 the Amfrricau Board with slavery in its nii:-sioL3 
among the Indians." "But," said he, "the Board hiive 
tut cff the Choctaws, and have bo cut off t^iiWcry." 
" Ye?," said I, "but ihey still retain the Cheroktvs." 
" What ! " he inquired, " is there slaveholdiDg among the 
Cheroke-: s ? " Bo here was an editor of a rciigioin i; j'.v3- 
p iptr published in Pbiludeipl-iia who did not kuov/ tbuc 
Chcrok^-e mi?>ion fctill in cciiiiccticn viih ti L» 
Aaierican Bcord, uiid that slavtbokl rs ".ore in conn^rc- 
tioii with the misiiou. A similar error.iuus impre^:jinu 
prevails widely amoag the Christian public. 

If yon look fit that map [rcinting to a Luge miip 
2 
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behind the pTatform], you will see that the Cberokeeg 
occupy the whole north of Jodian Territory, and the 
Choctaws the whole soath. The territory of the Chero- 
beea is about as large as the State of Maasachusettg. 
These lodians are famous slavehoKie:?. I have received 
direct information from a black man do»v in Kansas — 
who was formerly a slave in the Soath — who has been 
bought and sold at diff'rant t^rnes in and out of three 
difTcrent States of the Ujioa — who was at last bou<.'ht 
by a Cherokee owner, from whom he ran away and 
escaped into Kansas. For slaves run out of the Chero^ 
kee nation into Kansas, jusl^ as, nearer home, tfaey run 
out of Delaware and Maryl..tnd ioto PenDsjlvanid. Tbi3 
man declares that he did not puffer in any State such 
«ruei bondage as amongf the- Chtrokees. Why ? Pe- 
cause the masters are Itidians and have been savages. It 
13 natural to suppose that oppresc-ion is more cruel uu icr 
Indians than ooder whites. 1 have word also from an- 
other slave in Kansas, who goes by ths name of ** Cheri> 
kee Bill *' ; and he gives a siajiiar testimony. 

I will mention another circumstance to ahow the char- 
acter of slavery aaiooi* the Cherokee?, ll' a fugitive 
escapes from Missouri into Kmsas, and the owner fetds 
& slave-catcher after him, the hunter, if a succtssfal 
hunt has yielded him hU prey, someum.s curries him back 
to h?s master, to be repaid by ihs proceeds of half the 
slave's value realized iu caah at public auction, hut very 
often, instead of carrying h'm back, be cjurcbe? him 
acros3 the Kansas line into the Cberokee n.itioo, to sell 
him ciptive to the indians from whom ol teu he cao <,'et 
more mone^ than a m-jre h^lf price I .So tl at the siiive- 
huoters carry on a double knavery ; first, catching the 
slaves when they escape, and. then, when they are caught, 
takioij them to more rigorous m.iSters, v,ho ^.^ili pay a 
higher price. 

Such are go:2e of the features of slave huotlDg and 
slaveLoidiDg as practised by the ChteroketsI 

I now undertake to reviev; the historic action of the 
American Board on the subject of sl^ivery, with a view 
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to show its lamentable coaiplicity with this terrible sjg- 
tem aa it exists among these Indiana. 

Mr. Beecfaer began hig review, in detail, at 1845 ; I 
begin mine at 1841. " At the meeting of that year, held 
in PhilarJelphia, a memorial was presented from seventeen 
m'nisters of New Hampshire, most of whom were hono- 
rary members of the Boards, asking it to break what ap- 
peared to them " a studied silence on the subject of Ame- 
rican slavery." The memorialnts said : 

"We do thiok that Americs^ri' slavery ig such — and 
broaght, in the providence of God, so distinctly into the 
notice of American Christians— that no man or body of 
men can innocently m untaia a doubttul position in rela- 
tion to it." 

What did the Board reply ? They replied : 

" In regard to the particular object of the memorialista 
— tbiit of obtainiug a formal exprescion of the views and 
feelings of the Board respectiug slavery — your Commit- 
tee do not think that suck a measure is called for, or that it would 
be right or expedient I " 

At the next meeting, which wag in Norwich, Ct., in 
1842, the attention of the Board was called to the qaes- . 
tion, " whether any, or, if any, how many, of its missiooa- 
riea were slaveholders." It then appeared that the Pru- 
dential Committee had, for six years, had a letter in 
their hands, written by one of their missionariea. stating 
the fact of his holding slaves. For six years I Yes, sir ; 
and during all thia time his letter was lyicg in the Mis- 
Bionary liouse, suppressed by the Committee. Yet Mr. 
Beecher said (I believe, without his knowing the facts) 
that, from the beginniog until now, the Board had acted 
cp to its highest light and had kept pace with the pro- 
gress of the times on the subj^^ct of slavery ! Bat th3 
Board said of slavery, that very year : 

** We consider it hs oae of the obvious evils which exist 
in tie community, the removal of which, though we 
regar*! it a?* hq qi j-ct of fervfint de.-ire and praytr. doea 
net fall u'if.kin our provincs as a Ali^iionari/ Board. Theae 
tin cur siiUtd pfi.aciplea." 
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Bat the memorialigta urgeJ that the Board had taken 
occasion to condemn other evils, and why not slavery, the 
sam of evils ? To this the Board replied : 

" It is alleged by the memorialists that the Board has 
departed from these principlea and h^^s expressed opIniooR 
relative to other prevailing evils. Respecting intemper- 
ance, licentiousness, Tn'liaa opprepsioa, and some other 
hindrances to the progress of Christianity, as they pre- 
vailed in the countries where the missions of the BoArd 
are establiahed, and powerfully counteracted the labors 
of the missionaries, and in some iostan3es subjected them 
to great peril, the Board has stated the facts as they occurred , 
and in various forms, more or less explicit, has uttered the lan- 
guage of ccmdtmnation. These evils, existing iu the coun- 
tries where the missions are operatiog, and efaadiog 
directly in the way of the Board^s accompli>»hiDo: its 
object, werey of course^ legitimate and proper suhfec's for its 
animadversion If it ias at any time gone further than 
thi3, and expressed opinions relative to immoralities or 
evils of any kind, prevailing in this country, and not 
directly counteracting the labors of the inissionaries, your Com- 
mittee regard euch action aa a departure from the great 
principles on which the Board was organiz ed, and hv 
-which they think its proceedings should always be 
governed." 

Now, what is the roeaniag of these words ? Sir, they 
mean that intemperance, licentionioess and Indian oppres- 
sion are hindrances to the misriions ; but that slavery is 
710 hindrance! That is a Christian discrimination for 
yon ! Yet Mr. Beccher, in speaking of toe Board as it 
stood in 1645, raid, " Yon suust remember the general 
sentiment on temperi-ioce then — how lax it was." But 
even three years before 1845, in 1842, the Board was 
already /^ali^■/^g public sentiment on this subject ; it had 
already expressed noGquivocally its condemnation of in- 
temperance among the Cheroke^iS ; it had done this not- 
withstanding what my friend called tte " general laxity 
of public sentiment in respect to intemperance ^ ; but at 
the same time, it let slavery entirely alone. 

You perceive that it bore testimouy against Iicf».o.tior,s- 
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cesg. What ia the moat fraitfal cause of licentiousnegs 
in a slaveholding country? Slavery ! And why ? Be- 
cause it break3 down all barriers to honor, because it 
despoils chastity, because it invades the sanctity of the 
family, because it destroys every personal right I Yet 
the Board, in testifying against these separate evils, said 
not a single word against that which was at that very time 
the fruitful mother of them all I 

The report speaks of " Indian Oppression ! " Ah, yes I 
how near it came to saying the right word ! It saved 
itself only by making it plainly appear that *• Indian 
oppression " meant oppression by Indians in the East, not 
by Indians in the West I 

The next meeting was at Worcester, in 1844. The 
memoriiila kept pouring in ! Yet, if the Board was really 
up with the spirit of the times, why was it troubled with 
such a host of memorials ? What did the memorialists 
ask ? They said : 

** We ask the Board earnestly to entreat all the mis- 
sionaries and ageatfi under its patronage to bear decided 
teatimouy against the sin of oppression, wherever and 
in whatever form it exists; and most efipecially to 
decliire, in the name of the Board, of the Churches repre- 
sented by it, 'and of Jesus Christ whom they preach, that 
American slavery is a sin against God, and that its exl:?t- 
ecce ia a Christian land is in nowise ch.irgeable to the * 
Curi^iian religion which they are coinmissioued to preach, 
bit id groibly nt vurir^nce with all ifa holy doctriutjs and 
prec^'pr:?. And toe farther pray that the Bo'ird would immC' 
di'itely t-tke measures to ascertain to lohat (xfent davery or oppre^- 
s'.on exids in the Churches under its p'ttro7ia(;e, and esptcially 
anmtg the Ohoctaws and other Indian tribes ; and take such 
action at this metting as shall speedily remove the evil, or exone- 
rate them and their misdonaries from all the rc^po/mUlity and 
guilt of its continuanct or toleration^' 

Novv, my friend says we must remember the difference 
in pnhlics-entiraeu* between that time and tbi-j. But this 
appeal in 1844 is all we a?k ia 18601 We ask no more 
now than thoie memorialists a?ked then I But bo far 
from the Board keeping pace with the times on this sub- 
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ject. before the very next annaal meeting the Rev. Amo3 
A. Phelps wrote and left on record these words : 

"The position of the Board, from the beginniug of the 
prepeot movement in behalf of the slave, is that of remt- 
once to the general progress, and on ike side of slavery." 

It is too late, therefore, for Mr. Beecher to say in 1860 
that the Board kept pace with the progress of the age, 
when in 1844, an eye witcesa of the progress which the 
age was making declared that the Board was resisting 
that general progress, and on the side of slavery 1 

What was done by the Board in that jear? They 
quoted their declaration of the preceding year, adding 
only these words : 

**It )8 quite certain that, without a change of views, 
the Board can do nothiog be;70Dd this." 

A change of views ! That is what I charge — that they 
needed a change of views ! Tbey had not jet been con- 
verted to anti-slavery sentiment. In genuite conversion 
there are two thingj', namely, a change of views end a 
change of conduct. The Board bad cot then come even 
to a charge of views ! 

Then followed the meeting in 1845, with which Mr, 
Beecher began bis speech. ISo long ago as that jear, he 
said, the Board gave utterance to anti-tiavery principles. 
He quoted from the annual report an allusion to Dr. 
Chalmers's admission ihrX slaveboldicg was not necessarily 
sinful. The words of the quotation were ecarcel}' cut of 
' ' his mouth before a tote, written in leud-pericil, was parsed 
to me in my seat by a sirarger in lbs audieoce. it was 
in these words : 

** The opinion of Dr. Chalmers sikI others ofths Scotch 
Free Cburuh was delivfrecl at a tiiuti v^ben a dtputatioa 
had visited the Uiiited Siutf? to collect iuudi lov ttiesnp- 
port of the Free Churtb. Tee peoj.le of Scctlami (toe 
Disfentert) btld public meeticg^, at v^bich vias urgec? 
tbat- the Firfi Ctiuvch tbculcl * cait h.ich to Ajutrica tht 
ivtpious gifc,^ " 

More than Ibit, vyben I went to mv cfSce nezt K«"rn!i:rT. 
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I found on my desk a note from another gentleman to 
whom Mr. Beecher referred by name, in reading his quo- 
talion from Dr. Chalmers I mean Mr. M'Kay,a Scoteh- 
miD and a member of Pljmouth Charch. I will read 
part of it : 

*' I ask you to vind cate*AiiJd Scotia* for ker own saJee, 
and for mins. lo the year 1843, tbe * Disruption' gave 
birth to tbe Free Cbui ca of Scotland. They were in want 
of money, and eent a deputation from Scotland to these 
Uaited States for the purpose of soliciting their sympathy 
and as>.icitance. They went to the Southern Spates, 
receired tbe horpiiality and contributions of slaveholders 
and slaveholding Cburche3, and this in Fpite of a protest 
made to them on thtir arrival at Ntw York. They went 
back to ScotliiDd with a good deal of money — and a (rreat 
de-sl of dii^gracf* (laughter) j and from the Twend to John 
O'Groat's the Free Church became a hissing and a bye- 
word, so much 60 that you might have seen placarded, 
around tie sireets of Edinburgh, * Send back the money 
—Send back the money.' " 

Mr. BEECHER—Did they send it back? (Langbter.) 

Mr. TiLTON — I do not know ; but they ought to have 
sent it back (renewed laughter and applause). So mneh 
for Dr. Chalmers I 

Kgw, this report of 1845 cites some facts, among which 
1 select two. It says : 

** In Christion inshuction end cnre, both of their chil- 
dren ana tb^ir siaves, tbe lrJi55io^^ir!e8 iepre?J^nt the-e 
lo'iiiin cLuc\;b-riiembei3 as b-in«r gmtrally ar.d ofkn cnaily 

d^flr^ir-* " ^ i> ^ ^ 0 

Also, 

"Among the Cberokeesand Choctawa the church-meia- 
t^xi v-re but poorly qualiSed to give religious irstructioii ; 
cind clteu tb»; Fh-.vei — ov-iDg to ih?rir belter kuov.Itjdge ci" 
tbe Eijgiii-h I'JDgiifige, and ccn'c' qiiently their ey.^^ier inter- 
cour?)-^ with ti:r^ IIli^3i•Jn•^rie3 an;] uihere — are more in'eUi^^it 
01. Tsb'gious tuljecis than ihixr Triaittrs.'' 

I- And jet Sir. Beecbcr thinks that the Report of 1845 
^2prf£Sf'!3 a tu^ ECiitimeiit cn Ibo tubject of alavery. 
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What seotiment does it esprfis ? Not that an ignorant 
slave shall be held by a kind-hearted master and trained 
and edacated, until he shall at last be lifted np into the 
light and liberty of the sons of God ; but that an intelli* 
gent slave, well informed on religioaa subjects, having the 
grace of God in his heart, shall be held in bondage by an 
ignorant man, who wrongly treats not only his own slaves, 
bat bis own children ! 

I need not ask him to answer whether that is a " true 
sentiment on the subject of slavery " ! 

In view of these facts, laid before the Board, what was 
done? Nothing 1 Mark you, the Board knew that igno- 
rant men, unable to take care of their own children, were 
trying to take care of slaves who knew more than their 
masters ; and yet the Board, knowing fall well, from the 
testimony of their own Secretary, that this was the char- 
acter of these slaveholders, approved their admission to 
the Mission Churches I it possible, then, that Mr. 
Beecher can believe " the Board was up to the progress of 
the times on the subject of slavery "? Is it possible that 
he can sav, ** I am not ashamed to stand where they 
stood"? 

Ab, sir, what must have been the feelings of those 
intelligent slaves whom this report so highly compliments ? 
— those slaves who knew more than their mar'ters — tho^e 
slaves so well informed on religious subjtBcts — those slaves 
whose minds God had enlightened and waose hearts hi", 
had touched with his lOve? — I a>k, sir, what must have 
been their emotions v/hen this report from the Bo;acd 
reached their hovels and cabins? 1 think I can almoet, 
gee the figure of Christ standing once again, as of old, 
among his poor on earth, and v^itU that divine voice that 
spake as never man spake, sajing, with sa l reprouob, to 
that Missionary Board, " Liasranck as ye did it -not unto 
the least of these, ye did it not itn'o me I " 

Now, sir, I am willing to admit that there are a great 
many things in this report that are soTind, frank and onti. 
slavery ; bat what wus the action which foiIo7^2d the 
words? The action I Was it up to the progress of the 
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as:e ? No, sir I For almost at that very moment— after 
thi3 message bad been sent by the American Board to 
tho=e slaves— the new Society, the American Missionary 
Association, sprang into existence as a living protest 
against the Board'^a complicity with slavery. It was formed 
because the Board had proved itself behind the progress 
of the times. The American Missionary Association 
arose in testimony against that backwardness ; and to- 
day, every ooe of its missionaries and agents, every one of 
its members and contributors, makes a virtual protest 
against* the Board's complicity with slavery. Every one 
of its distant mission stations— in the West Indies, in 
Africa, in the Sandwich Islands, among the Copts of 
Egypt, and nearer home, in Canada, among the Obijae 
and Ottawa Indians— makes a perpetual protest against 
that Board I Yes, sir, even among the Indians. For the 
Indians of one tribe, receiving their religious teachings 
from the Missionary Association, rise up in protest ajsjainst 
the slavery practised by another tribe who are sanctioned 
in their oppression by the American Board I 

Mr. Beecher— I would like to ask whether Mr. TiUon 
would prefer that any misstatement of fact he makes 
respecting my speech should be met at the time, or whe- 
ther I should reserve the correction until he finishes his 
speech. 

Mr. TiLTON— I would consult your own preference, 
not mine, in regard to that. 

Mr. Beecher— I did not undertake to say that the 
Board, in 1841,2, 3,^5, nor 1848, were up to the standard 
of the present time, nor up to the standard of some of the 
most enlightened men of those times. I merely said, com- 
prelien3ively,that, looking at the Board, in its action from 
1845 up to ihii day, it had been inuuenccd by the times 
and had corns up to their standard. 

Mr.TiLTON — Any remarks which my friend may make, 
I shall receive in the spirit of kindness and courtesy. 

1 now come to the meeting of 1848, htld at Boston— 
the year in which Mr. Treat made his famous report. It 
will be rememliered that my friend compared Mr. Treat*i3 



report to the Epistles to the Corinthians I Now, iet g3 
see what it 13 that ia 80 much like the Epistles to the 
Corinthians (laughter). In respect to the namher of 
slaves, Mr. Treat writes : 

" Some Bay that among the Cherokeea there are not 
more than seven hundred ; while others t'aink there are 
as many as fifteen hundred. The latter is the estimate of 
the Principal Chief, and it is most likely to be correct. 
At any rate we must suppose the proportion of slaves to 
Cherokees to be nearly, if not quite, one to ten. It ia 
hardly possible that persons held in bondage by guch a 
people sbould be in as favorable circumstances as those 
who have fallen into the hands of enlightened and humane 
masters in the States; especially if those masters are 
under the influence of Christian principle, and are endea- 
voring to treat their slaves according to the injunctions of 
the gospel." 

Now, these extracts show that these slaves were not in 
so happy a cordition as others in other places, who bad 
access to the New Testament. This deprivation of the 
Scriptures, however, was soon to be remedied in part ; 
for as soon as Mr. Treat could send them his letter, they 
would have, if not the whole Scriptures, at least the 
Epistles to the Corinthians (laughter). I will read some 
more verses from these Epistles : 

" The predominant influence in both nations is mainly 
in the hands of slaveholders. The iotellignDce and enter- 
prise which enable them to acqnirg this species of pro' 
perty also qualify th^m an uctivo and f^uccessful par- 
ticipation in public uflVirs. Aod m:mj b*ilonfring to this 
class would certaialj resi'st, to the utmost, any propoi:^: 
tendiUk^ to the abolition of slavery." 

Give good heed, for I am qaotiog from ilr. Beecher'rf 
Scriptures (laughter). 

** It does not seern to have beea tbe alaiof the brethren 
to exert any aired iiiflur n::e, either by tbeir public or their 
private teachiugs, upon the syti'-cn of A ;vt.-ry. Ari6. they 
discovered, as tt)ey eupporiid, a suiSjient wurraat tor this 
course iu the 2uto Te^'u-nvntV 

What? In the Epi.tles to tlie Corialhiar.s? Yea I 



For, if not in tbe old Epistles of St, Paul, at least in the 
D8;v Epi3t!e of St. Treat ! (Laagbter.) 

Mr. BsECHER— I think yoa have extracted from two 
docaraenta ; the first a letter, the second a report. My 
remark in rererence to tha uoiD^pired book of Oorio- 
thianj (l;i?3iibter) wa^ to the letter and not the report. 

Mr, TiLTO.^ — Well, sir, it makes very little difilirence ; 
both are from Mr. Treat. 

What, r»otv, are the views of the missionaries thccn- 
ee!v€8? The raisaionariea amona: the Cherokeea have 
eaid, io a docnnsent signed by all their uumber : 

Io regard totheq'iestion of rej^ctinir any p^raoa from 
the Churcb smplij r»b'jau-« he is a slaveholder^ we canaofc 
for ft m >?Tient. bec-itare. For we rfiriird it a« certain that 
tht! Ap)stles, who are our patterns, did recdvi slaveh:lders to the 
c.:,m7nanian of the Church; and we have not yet i)eea able 
to percfive any sucti difference hetweea ihe'r circuiii- 
s-Lincea and ours aa to justify U3 in departing from thuir 
practice in this respect.^' 

Thus they defend elaveholdiog from the Bible ! They 
8'iy, moreover : 

** Nor can we even make it a teat of piety, or a condi- 
tion of admt?rlon to the privilaces of tbe Church, that, a 
caedidate should express a determination not to live and die a 
daveholderJ' 

That IS to ?ay, they would Dot only receive slaveholders, 
bat would not require them to give a pledge that they 
would not live and die slaveholders. Stiil further : 

*• You asked (-ay th« missionaries), among other tbiag'^, 
wliether we would uiiderttike to di'-ciplin't u cbui-'jfi m -ra- 
ter for buvii.jj or Jreilioir s!av^j3 njeich'i,ndi?«", for g du." 

Now, the letter of the missionaries gee"? on to give a 
large number of instances. I will recite one : 

"Between tbe two extremes of puroha-in^i; for t'^e 
sl.-iVfi'd 8 ike, and buyin;jj and Bulling v;iia a tond ri,>rc'- 
g-ir.] of thr iu*.':rp..-t oi' the ?livt-», there are many cnei rf 
Tiv'xed m^Ji.ve, whtre the hvyer or seJUr vvyH qUao that he had 
rej'ird to At.? cicn irJerest; but yet. a-^ he mikes the. condition of 
the tbivi no uorie but perhaps much bzH-.r, hy the train^far^ 
r.i.ther he nor r\:jit rf his brethren in the Ch'irch could hi ltd to 
ieethat he had bun guilty of any violation of the law of loveJ^ 
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Oh, yes ! That is the argument that seeka to proniote 
the revival of the slave trade I To bring the benighted 
African to this coantry to receive the benefits of Christian 
iDstitations ! 

Occasional exchanges of masters," they add, arc; so 
inseparable from the existence of slavery thut the Churches 
could not consisteatly r(jceive slaveboldersi to their com- 
maaion at all, and at the B:^me ti,me forbid all such ex- 
cbangea "We regard it, therefore, as mposslhU to exercise 
discipline for the buying or selling of slaves^ exct- pt in fljigrant 
cases of manifest disregtird to the welfare of the si'dve." 

Is this the commentary on the Epistles to the Corin- 
thians? Why, sir, print that and Fend it to Italy ; let it 
find its way into Florence, where Mrs. Stowe is novv re- 
siding ; say that Henry Ward Beecher*s name is at the 
bottom of. it as endorsement ; what would Mrs. Stowe 
say ? She would exclaim, with a b'u3h, ** It is a forgery of 
his name ! " Nay, sir, the pastor of this Church would him- 
self blush to see his name sitined to any such sentiment as 
that ! Baying and selling slaves ! What is that but the 
Slave Trade? And what is the Slave Trude? Ah, sir, 

00 the high seas, it is pronounced piracy, but— wonderful 
anomaly I — on land it is proiiouneed Christianity ! Yet 
what is the difference between the horrors of the middle 
passage and the horrors of the overland pa;^; cge ? What 
is the difference betweeo the sufferini^s of the lower deck 
and the terrors of the chain gang ? None at all, sir ! 

1 tell you there is just as much deep despair and hope]e?3 
horror in the slave jail as there ever was in the slave 
ship I And yet these missiooarits havi^ st't their hand 
and seal to this paper, v.hieh dt-clares that they cannot 
forbid, even in their own Churches, the buying aud ^-AWv^'i 
of men and women ! In ether v/ord^, un'.ier tie name of 
carrjping on missionary operations, they are carrying on 
the slave trade ! They say further : 

" Iq regard to the sop?.r'itiou of p a-enta aad children, 
we must firat remark that it ia one of tb^se ihi'jgs \Yhicr> 
are not forb^dien hy any ear^presj injunction' ofSchiptuee.^' 
***** Very young childnn,, ice bdicve, are seldom scfci' 



25 

faUd from their mothers, la our Churches, we do not re- 
Dfipraber to have kaowQ aa iostance. In regard to older 
children, many cms may arm where neither the condition of the 
parent nor thnt of the child will he rendered loor-e, but that of on? 
of ihtm muT/ he greatly improved by the proposed separation ; aad 
where it caauot btj readily &ho\VQ to b3 any more a viola- 
tiou of the Ki'V of leva thaa any other transfer of a slave 
from oue muster to uuother. It is impossible, in our circum- 
slinces, to malce it a general rule that the separation of parents 
and children, by sale or purchase, shall he regarded as a discipli- 
nuble offence?'' 

These are the views of the missionaries I Now, who 
wrote this statement of principles? It wag vrrittea by 
the Re7. Mr. Worcester, whose name signs it. Yet, do 
yoa not remember how Mr. Beecher eulo^^'zid this same 
Rev. Mr. Worcester, the other night ? You have not 
yet forgotten bow he described him with glowing word^ 
a5 a n\an in v/hosa veins flawed New Eo;^^UiUi] blood, upon 
whofe arai3 h:d bung prisoners' chains, aur] who once 
had been thrown into a dungeon for Curisc^s sake! My 
friend asLjd, " Could such a man, with such New Eng- 
land blood, be anything e!;e than an anti-slavery man? 
Bat, pir, that was the very man whose hand wrote these 
lines ! Archbishop Cranmer, in a moment of weakness, 
recanted his Protestant f lith ; aftLirwards, when his con- 
science rep/oached him, h'i r^^oantcd his recantation ; he 
was soon after hrou;;ut to scu ^r at the ytake. While the 
fires of martyi'doni svere kiudling about him, he stretched 
oat his ri^'ht hand into the flinics, and there held it until it 
v^as burned off, and fell to ashes, crying out the while, 

Unworthy hand ! unworthy hand ! " Sir, if I had writ- 
ten ouly the single senterjce that I have read from this 
statement, so quietly and sacredly sanctioning the tearini:; 
Jiv/ay of children from their parents, whenever I looked 
upon tha hand that had held the- pen, I would have cried 
oat, " Unworthy hand ! unworthy hand ! *' 

^ And yet my friend stood on thoh'C boards on ^.londay 
ni^'ht to picture to us, iu complim ?ntary strain, the cur- 
refit of New England blood ih it, thwcd in this man's 
v^ins. ond to say, pointing with his emohatic firj';rer, 
3 ^ 



" Here was an anti-slavery man ! " Sir [tarniDg to Mr. 
Beecher], I know too well your quick instinct for freedom 
ever to believe that yoa were cognizant of these facta 
when you uttered that eulogy ! 

Bat, besides, in regard to the irapresaion which my 
friend produced, that Mr. Worcester was thrown into 
prison because of his allegiance to the auti-sluvery cause, 
this is an entire mistake. The facts were simply these : 
The Cherokee mission was at that ti.ue in the State of 
Georgia. The Legislature of Georgia tried to crowd out 
the Indians from the State in order to seize their lands. 
Mr. Worcester, who was at that early day a missionary, 
defended the Indians. For that rtasou, and for that 
reason alone, he was put in jiil. There was not a shadow 
of anti-slavery principle involved iu the matter. 

Now, what did the Board do after all tbe^e statements 
had been received from the mi^^^ionaries, at that famous 
meeting of 1848? Why, sir, Dr. B.'ai.chard, who has 
since been President of Knoz College, offered the follow- 
ing resolution : 

*' Reeolved, That this Board distinctly admits and 
affirms tbe principle that gl'tVHholt]i'j£r is a practice which 
is not to be allowed in the Ctiti^-iiaa Cburch." 

How wag this resolution received ? Look at the 
annual nport of 1848! Here is the neat^^nd pretty 
record. The report remarks r 

"Dr. Blanchard having been rtque.-ttd to \7itbdraw 
these rerfoluuous, coae-eutbd w do a«> ; w^ni the Board per- 
mitted them to be inserted io the mifjaf-c.^ -ji' lue meeting." 

Now, would not any one suppfj.-e, on readirg these 
minutes, that Dr. IJIaDcbard, afitr haviL^ c ff rtd his re- 
eolotion, finally came to & sober secoi d thought, and 
thought it better to v;ithdraw it? C-rtiiiulv I But 
torn back to the newspaper fi'es cf that liay an-i ste v.-hat 
was the sentiment of that meetlDg. Tl:e rnosLttit it be- 
came apparent that lie Board was goic,' to svvetp away ' 
the resoluiioD, without leavit)^ tv» n so nranh as a reL'ord 
of it on \he minute^s the Ecv. Eiward Brtcher ro£e to 
bis feet and protested, saying, " Gtotlemeo. you muit not 
do that ! " Dr. Lyman Beecher followed soo, protest- 
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in», with all the eloqnence of hh palmieat days, " Bretbreo, 
you must not do that ! " Bat the resolution could not 
be passed, and the only way to get it on the records 
at all, in a parliamentary manner, was for Dr. B!an- 
chard to withdraw it. So it waa withdrawn, not will- 
ingly, but necessarily. But the Rev. Henry Ward 
Beecher says that, comprehensively, he baa agreed to 
sympathize with the Board from the beginning 1 Will 
he syropathizQ with that a<?a^03t which both his brother 
and his father protested? His brother Edward was then, 
as he is now, an older man than he, by some years ; and 
• perhaps, therefore, their disparity of views may be put 
down to the " Conflict of Ages " (loud lausxhter). 

Skipping now the lone interval of seven years of silence, 
we come to the visit of Secretary Wood to the Choctawa 
and Cherokees, in 1855. We come to the Goodwa^er 
document. Mr. Beecher says that the ca?e roust stand or 
fall with the Good water document. That paper begins 
as follows : 

" Slavery, as a system, and in ifs own proper nature, is 
what it is described to be in the General A«e=embly's Act 
of 1818, and the Rf>port of the American Board adopted 
at Brooklyn iu 1845." 

I have already read a sufBcient part of the report of 
1845 to show that it meant nothinsf. Now, what is the 
"General Assembly's Act of 1818*'? 

Here let me ask, Has anybody in this wide land ever 
been more severe asrainst the Colonization Society thin 
the Rev. Henry Ward Beecher? Everv one who is 
familiar with his speeches will ?ay " No." You know that 
that Society pays to the black man who wants liberty, 
"Yon cm get it only at the price of expatriation and 
exile." And yet, by acceptinar this report of the General 
Assembly of 1818, the mir?ionari(s di-tinctly declare 
their adhesion to the princip'es of the Colonization So- 
ciety, acd express their desire to carry on iU work of 
expiitrialion I 

Stil further. Does the testimony of 1818 make the 
buying and Efclling of slaves a disciplinabl^j cfT^iQce ? Iso, 
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only 80 far as "selling slavea to those who will either 
themselves deprive these unhappy people of the blessings 
of the gospel, or who will transport them to places where 
the gospel ia not proclaimed.*' And yet this document 
is what Mr. Beecher says he is wiliiog to stand or fall by I 

I admit that there are many strong utterances in the 
€leneral Assembly's Act of 1818 ; but tell me why this 
Presbyterian document was sent for sis^oature to a Con- 
grrgational mission ? When the Prudential Committee 
wanted the missionaries to utter a testimony against 
slavery, why did they not ask the misaiooaries to write 
their testimony with fresh ink and on fresb paper? Why 
did the Prudential Committee dig up oat of the dust a 
dingy parchment well-nigh fifty yerirs old ? The reason 
is plain! From the very year of the signing of that 
document down through all the long lapse of time until 
to-day, that act has been a dead letter. 1 speak the truth I 
No man can gainsay it! For, what kind of testimony is 
that, against slavery, under which, I have already read, 
there has grown up a Presbyterian Church which at this 
moment is holding in bonJs thousands and tens of thou- 
sands of human beings I Under the shadow of that Act 
of 1818, there has been gathered together, in the Pres- 
byterian Church, so great a multitude of slaves, owned 
by its members and its minister?, that if they were mar- 
sballed into one boat, th^y would make an Emperor's 
grand army ! I gave you, from a table of statistic?, the 
exact number— -77,000 1 Listen to a story which the 
Eev. Mr. Fee, of Kentucky, teils : 

"I know the ca?e of a minister ia ih'^s same Cburcb, 
and in our St-ite, who, that he might tjUo unot'ier m^n'rf 
wife from him (which womiiu heci-im- d a-i hh i-Xxv^i, -ind 
said to be so white that she was freckltj<i), b.i5t^?ajd fro^n 
house to hou-.e oa Sabb:ith mo^ail^:: to hire tb-^ ?oc.3 of 
Presbyterian eWyrs to go forlbwlla p.n\ Liiat his glare 
woman ; and being reproved by '^ Me the. {list, s'^^t lor 
tempting the yonag mea to jro -xoA dtxjciwio ih^ S ^bhiih, 
he replieJ, *MiuIam, it U the pre.icb:^r> vA?::^rJ An] 
yet, that man wh^ and is a preacher in gocd au.l regular 
standing iu that body." 

This Is the kind of anti-slavery sentiment and practice 
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that has grown up in the great Presbyterian Churcb, 
Old School and New, under the shadow of the General 
Assembly's Act of 1818, by which my friend declares he 
will either stand or fall I 
What is the next thing in this Goodwater platform ? 

"Privation of liberty in holdinsf sbvea is, therefore, 
not to be ranked with things indifferent, but with those 
which, if not made right by special justificatory circum- 
stances and the intention ot the doer, are morally wrong." 

Now, let me ask, what is it, in any case, that makes 
slaveholdiofij justifiable ? I call to your mind the Golden 
Rale—" Whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, 
do ye even so to thera." Now, who i3 to be the judge? 
Who is to decide what are juatiGoble and what are un- 
justiDable circumstances ? la it the missionary ? Is it 
the Church ? la it the slaveholder ? No 1 I declare, in 
the name of the divine Anthof of the Golden Rule, that 
neither of these is to be the judge ! Vv"ho then ? Sir, I 
hold that you mu3t go first and go only lo the. slave / 
Ask him if he be juatifiably held in his chains I U he says 
" Yea ! " then your bondage may be innocent ; but if be 
Bays *' Nay," then, though master, missionary, church and 
all were to cry out, " He is righlfuliy enslaved," I declare, 
in the name of the God of justice, that no plea that goes 
by the name of a justifying circumstance will, for a 
moment, prevail before the great bar of Ilim whose judg- 
ment is righteous and just ! God will accept repentunce 
of the wroDg, but not a vindication of it I And if a 
slave, bc'd in slavery by a man who is a member of 
Christ^s Churcb, declares tb'.\t he in doprivod of bis liberty 
wifbout his consent, then, sir, the Great Teacher of 
tl'.o Golden Rule, and all the great hos*. of God's elrcf. 
that look down from heaven to earto, pmU^t ygainr.t tie 
bonduge, and protiounca it sin ! Ah ! 1 recall tho.-e 
searching words of Chiirt— *'ir thou brii.g thy gilt to 
the altar and there remecbf rn>t ihid thy brothrr l;iilh 
BugUt RgaiD::t thee, k-ave there thy gift up-";!! the ui'u.r. 
oad go thy way; first be reconc^l d to thy hmthor and 
then come and cfTjr ihy gift " ! N 0'.v, v. 'r.u a h!u vcholdor 
comes to the commuuiou-table wiib hi-? slave by hia side, 
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let him, before he aits down to cat and drink the body and 
blood of Ohridt, torn roood, and, looking into the face of 
that dusky man, and remembering Ifae scripture, ask 
bfmgelf, " Haa my brother aught against me V " and if 
there, neder the arches of Ctiridt*a Church— if there, in 
the presence of Cbrist*3 m jj^aty — the bood^naa should 
say that he ia willinc^ly ht^ld in hia bonds, and baa 
naught againat hia oppressor, that may be a justifiable 
circumstance. But I declare, by the authority of the 
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, that there is no other 
jaatifiible circumstance under the sun ! If the slave 
gives hia own cooaeot, I interpose no objection ; but if 
the slave be unwillingly bound, I ask the Church to 
break the chain I 

Mr. Beecher left the impression upon hia audience that 
the laws of the Cherokee nation forbid or prevent emanci- 
pation. Now, I have searched to 6nd some such law. 
I have found none. On the contriiry, I have found 
quite a diSerent law. ' Tue legislation of the Cherokees, 
so far as it aOecta free negroes and slaves, appears 
to be mi!d:ir than that of most of the States. The 
only restriction u this : if a slave be emancipated, 
hia master shall be responsible for what be does after 
his emancipvition, as before; that is, if he robs a hen- 
roost or an orchard, his former master shall pay the 
damages. That is all. There is no prohibition iu the 
way of emancipation. Mr. Beecber Ciunot say that the 
slaves in the Cherokee Churches are held in slavery 
because the strong arm of the law is over them. The 
arm of the law is powerless to prevent their eraaocipation. 
The masters are at liberty to emuacipatti their slaves, if 
they will, but they will not! That is the reason why I 
arraign the Cherokee Mission and the Board tbatsastaics 
itl 

I D07/ come to a pans.i'^e in tbe Goa'hvater platform 
which my f iend omitted to reaJ. Sometiajes swift 
skaters, on co'ijiu;^ suvldenly to on air-hole in the ice, 
instinctively, and V7»thcut stopping to loo'c, leap over it at 
a bound I So my friend, in' tha rapidity of Lis reading, 
on tindicg himself comicg into a daogeroua place, half 
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anconscioasly leaped over a significant aentence in ttie 
Qood- water Platform. Speaking of a miaaionary'a datiea, 
the platform saya : 

•* As a rrfssionari/, he has nothing to do with political ques- 
Horn and agitations /" 

Now, I do not say that my friend omitted the?e words 
ioteotiooaily ; I believed at the ticac, and believe now, 
that he did not notice what he was omitt'os: ; bat you 
remember, when I called hia attention to the alighted sen- 
tence, and asked him to read it with the rest, he turned 
back and read it, and then turned around and f xclaiiaed 
rather hamoroualy, Make the most of it I Yes, sir, I 
will make the most of it ; I hope to make a gO' d deal 
of it (laughter). I want to know if it hag not been 
the testimony of this Church, and of its minister, from 
the beginning until now, that the Church of Cl»rist, and 
ii3 ministers, must have something to do with " political 
qae-itiona and agitations"? Nay, pir, I can once more 
quota Beecber against Beecher I For only last evening 
he delivered a lecture in New York on " Politics and 
Religion," in which, as if on purpose to throw out a quiet 
commentary on his v«peech of the ni<:ht before, he uttered 
these words, which I find in The Tribune's report : 

*' Wherever you Sad a mjia whosa politics and religion 
are kepii separate, you alw^iys fi ^d th it his pr Uilcs are the 
cream,' and bis religion the sk'm milk." To which the 
reportei'a aocouat iheu adds, *' grtiut applause I ^' (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Now, sir, this is ciiled the Good water pUtO^rra ; let U3 
call it rather the good milk and water pluf/orm ! (Loud 
lauijhtiir.) 

But some of the missIoTsarlcs them-clvc3 have repudi- 
ated these very Good'."^ater d:jcIiirat.ion3. I qaotc a I'^tter 
from the Choctaw mii^ionarie^, printed in 'ifie New York 
Observer ol Dec. 21, 1853. 1 will nuTfly stute trj:it a-i 
soon as the raissiondries had signed and sL-dled ihis docu- 
ment, the Board at Utici said," We have got the v.m- 
eionaries to say something " ; the anli-clavery men sjiil, 
'* We have soavathicg to be siticued with"; b.U the ve;y 
moment the miisionaries heard ol what the Bo^.rd said, 
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they repadiated what they themaelvea said. They wrote 
in a letter : 

" The construction put upon the Goodwater platform, 
by the Board at Utica, makes it impossible for U3 to 
repard that as an expression of our principles." 

So much, therefore, for the Goodwater platform ! 

Now, last of all in this documentary chain, I come to 
the last annual report ; that of 1859. Mr. Treat, hav- 
ing done with the Epfstles to the Corinthians, eow under- 
takes to write an Epistle to the Choctaws. He says : 

" It is proper th^t we should review, in the fewest pos- 
sible words, the history of a question which has received 
so much attention wiihin the hvst few year^^. You remark 
that your policy had * the full approbation of the Secretaries 
and the Prudential C^-mmUtee for more than five-and tiutnty 
years, and wa^ finally approved with perfect unanimiiy by the 
Board at Brooklyn,^ For much of the time since the meeting at 
Brooklyn, we have supposed that thtre was no material difference 
bdicttn your mission and ourselves. In the year 1S48, indetd, 
there seemed to he sc7ne divergency; but in the following year you 
declared your assent to the letter of the Cherokee mission, dated 
March 21, 18-18, * as expnssitig in a char and condensed man- 
ner^ your ^main views and principles ' ; and verbal statements, 
subsequently made by seme of your number j gave the Committee 
very great saVjf action -^^ 

What, sir, is the iniplication of this paragraph ? What 
was it that gave the Committee such " very great sjiti;- 
fuctlon ? it was in Icokini? back, iu 1859, to the " maia 
TiewnanJ principles" of 1848. AVbat v^ere these? Why, 
th^ey were the declarations drawn up by the Rev. Mr. 
Worccsttr, ^vbich I have already read ;^fchowiRg that tbt! 
niis:>ioDu.rit*3 bad found a v;ay to reciivL' sUivebo'iIeis ir.to 
the Cbiircb, and to sanction it from the Bible ; that they 
bad foucti a way of admitting tbf:ni to Ciiri.t^s coniniU' 
Dion without exacting a pledge that they " would not iive 
'and die slaVcboider?r" ; that they bad found a T^ay o! 
, giving them the right band of fcilowr^bip in the Church 
and stili alioTvioi,^ them to buy ar.rl zvM their lelluvMiiea, 
as property, onder the p!:a-:i:[.i: I'-cd ca-r/ phrase of " occa- 
sional excbuLgfcs ot i7i;ieicrs " ; th.it they bad found a ^vay 
of advanclDg Christ's kingdom on the earth by the sepa- 
ration of little children from their parents, and sendtog 
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them to the auction-block to be sold I These, sir, these 
were the " maio views end principles " which gave the 
Committee such ** very great sr.tisfiiction " ! 

Yet here is where my friend he stands, and where 
he is not ashamed to stand ! At this point he takes leave 
of the argument, and sajs to this Misalonary Board, " God 
speed, venerable Board I" Here he remembers, and 
recounts? with bewitching humor, how, in his early days, 
he drove a fast horse with a missionary, and got over, in 
half an honr, a road which it took his father an hour and 
a-half to travel (laughter), 

No'w, what was the action of the Board at its last 
meeting? The history of forty-three years was well 
known. The fact of slaveholding in the ^^lission Churches 
was well known. The uninterrupted agitation since 1841 
was well known. The steadfast resistance of the Board 
to the cause of freedom was well known. All this was 
known — known for years, and known, moreover, as stig- 
matized by thousands of Christian men as a shame and a 
reproach. But now came another annual meeting ; now 
came another chance of remedying the past ; now came 
a full and free opportunity to speak a word which should 
at last atone for the silence cf forty years 1 But what 
was done at this last meeting, held in Philadelphia ? A 
resolution was offered declaring that slaveholdiog should 
he regarded as prima facie evidence that the slaveholder 
was unfit for church membership. It was drawn by Dr. 
Cheever, in the following words : 

"That, in the cpiaioa of the Board, the holding of 
slaves be pronouaced an immorality, inconfistent with 
membership in any Christian Church ; and that it ought 
to be required that these MiB^ionaiy Cburchea should 
immediateiy ^;ut avray frcm themselves t'uis sin, and 
Bhould ceuse to sanction it even in appoaranoe." 

V7hat is the meanicg of that rc-Holul ion ? It means that 
when a man, holding a yoke on the neck of a slave, 
comes and asks admission to the Church, the fact should 
be regarded, at first blush, as a strong evidence against 
him, and that he should be required to prove himHeli clear 
of guilt before he could be received. V»''a3 that not fair ? 



84 



N"ay, sir, jvaa that not moderate? If the Board had 
been at that time, as Mr. Beecber claimed it to be* an 
anti-slavery body, would not an anti-slavery body have 
passed that resolation ? Well, sir, what was the fate of 
the resolation ? It wag swept clear of the house by a 
unanimous vote to lay it upon ths table I 

Nor was this all. A respectful and temperate memo- 
rial against the revival of the slave trade was similarly 
cleared from the docket — crowded over into another year, 
in order to be pushed to a safe distance from the critical 
time when it was most needed I This is the Board's last 
record on the subject of slavery — a refusal to utter a word 
of condemnation against a traffic which consists in the 
theft of human beings I 

In view, therefore, of these evidences — and these are 
but a small part of what might have been given — I openly 
declare that the American Board is in palpable compli- 
city with American slavery. I have quoted to you their 
own reports. I hive made no statements of fact of which 
I have not furnished documentary proof. Have I not, in 
view of these proof:?, shown that ray friend uttered a m^a* 
taken jadgment when he declared that the record of the 
Board, on the subject of slavery, was " cleaa, clear and 
pare ? " 

But, sir, shut the books and records ! I have no taste 
for this kind of reasoning; I do n«,t like mere technical 
argument ; I never was born to be a lawyer. What are 
the great facts that have been for forty years staring the 
whole world in the face ? 

This mission to the Cherokees was founded in 1817 ; 
it is now more than two-score years old ; the mirsionaries 
have been at thc^ir work uotil they have grown gray ; 
they have moulded the tni-aion with thv^ir own haodi ; 
they have made it a moral power a^rainst all the sios of 
the Indians, except tb?rir greatest ein ; they have set on 
ff^ot amont^ that semi barbarous people al the reforms of 
ChristiiiDity, except the single ODethcit was most needed ; 
they have made Chr*?tian q'larrel with evtry wrocg, but 
the greatest v/roi:g ; ibey bave borce teslimoiiy agaicst 
every viilany, but th-a sum of all villaiiies ! To-day, thers 
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is drankeoDess among those Indians, and the missionariea 
testify against that ; there is frsmblin^, and they testify 
against that ; there is theft, and they testify against that ; 
there ig slavery, and they shut their mouths ! 

The missionaries have to a great degree shaped the 
civiiizition of the Cherokees ; yet in reclaimicg these 
savages from one barbarism, they have sanctioned them 
in another ; they have converted them from a heathenism 
of ignorance to teach them a heathenism of oppression. 
The Indians, growiopr np under the infiuence of the mis- 
sion stations, have been taught to believe that they can 
hold their slaves inside the Church as they held them out- 
side. The teachings of the mis?ionario?, and the action 
of the Board, have failed to make the impression upon 
those haaj^hty half-breeds that to hold, and buy, and sell 
their fellow creatures as property is incompatible with the 
Christian religion ! 

You will recollect that, years fls:o, this Missionary 
Board arose, in the providence of God, to such wide in- 
fluence and power in this land that its decisions went forth 
almost like the imperial decrees of the first Napoleon from 
Paris I If the Board bad chosen to act against slavery, 
it would have set in motion one of ihc areata >t eoL'inf s in 
the Church! It would have been like a battericg-ram 
against the bulwark of oppression. I have uiiti;dy 
quoted the words of Albert Earces, that f^lavcry could 
DOt exist a day against the power of the Church. The 
American Board could huve ?pok' n tL;^ wr,rd and done 
the work; it wielded the power of wull-nigh half the 
American Church ; but itchuse rather lo alluvv the great 
opportunity of the age to go by ; it shut its mouth and 
was dumb ! \ 

Mr. Treat m.ide a vtry signifieont remark in 1848. 
He said, speaking of the Beard's effortij criiorg thtse 
Indians : 

" It is very clear (bnt inliK-Lf:'? of t!.e mL-sIon"? is 
miitral'Z'jd to seme txUi-i hy the c/.'.iUi^ce cf sla\:ciy.'^ 

To this statctiient of Mr. Treat, I add a coffimcctarj 
of facts. In the Cherokee rai5.sion, 



In 1835 there were 260 members. 
"1848, " 236 " 
"1855 " 200 ** 

Toa perceive, the gradual decrease. Bat 'wby sbould 
there be a decrease? Did not Mr. Beecber say that 
" nsaally there are more converts in Churcboa amocg the 
heathen than in Cbarcbea at boine"? Wbat, then, is 
the caase of the reveical of the general rula, among the 
Cherokees? Mr. Treat fatally givea the aasv/er himself 
— "S/avfiry neutralizes the missions " / 

That Doble mm and misaioDary, David T. Stoddard, 
Yfho spent bis life in the Plist, said : 

" We do not dare to let our converts know that sIjV':rf/ exist* in 
America; for how could we recoiicik it with our profe^aions as a 
Christian nation " 

Bat Mr. Beecber says that ia looking at the pa^'.t his- 
tory of the Board, he fiuds evidence that it baa been i;ra- 
daally growing better and better. Dj23 he reoiiduiber 
how, year after year, Ncbeaiiab Adaia;;, the tuao who 
sees only the "Soatb-side view," bag been iavariubW 
reelected a member of the rrudeutial Comaiittee ? Mr. 
Beecber, in hi3 last evening's lecture, let fly at thij same 
Dr. Adams an arrow that migbt v/oll ci-fb have stim;; 
him to death. Does Mr, Bescher think that Noh^miah 
Adama 13 wrong everywhere else, but ri:^ht ia the Pru- 
dential Committee? DuC-^ be not know Ihi'.l VaU annu:*! 
reelection is made tbs ojc:r?ion of an anriUi-J boastiDi; 
a triumph over wbat i^ called the lauatical Ne>7 Engluud 
sentiment? But Mr. Bjecher s.ijn the Donrd ia iLi»>ro?- 
ing. Well, iLoprovibi^ how ? I heiird, the other diy, a 
capital story of Mc. Littcll, the publir^her of ihj Liuia^^ 
A(^e, He was trdictc.i v/ilh a ^on; k-j, ; bjc,i!!( d a pb-/- 
sician from a distauce; the leg wa^ ttLMtjcl ii3 \x scrioua ^ 
case; the rc-covery was very sIo;v; at last t!;j; p'lyiiclaa 
went away, leaving directions behind hiin, unJ uHiijg his 
pati^ut to report by letter; at tbo ciaj ct' t.vo cr three; 
months, the doctor received a letter 30iucv;hut as folio v/s : 
'* Dear Sir : My leg ia iruproviug ; if I lock at it day by 
day, I do not see any aav-a-jce ; if I co^iipave it v;eek hr^^ 
we'ek, I notice only v^i'y Iktle ; if 1 look b.v.k mocih by 
month, I see odIv a liitlo more ; but threiJ luOiicha ahead 
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perhaps I sball be able to see considerable Improvement. 
On the whole, my leg may eventaally get ^ell, bat not in 
my day " (great laaghter). Now, sir, I am willing to 
admit that the American Board may be improving little 
by little, year by year ; nay, sir, comparin;^ long inter- 
vats, it may be improving considerably ; still, I do not 
think it will be well in our day (laughter). What does 
it need ? It needs the surgeon's knife, and that is what I 
ask this Church to give it 1 

Now, I be^ yon to bear in mind one thing. In the 
report of 1848 it is declared that 

" The Board is directly responsible for the teachings of the 
missionariesJ^ 

It is declared also that 

" When evils exist in the Mission Churches, the Prudential 
Committee may and inust inquire whether the missionaries are 
performing thtir dutyJ^ 

Now, we have been told, in this debate, that the Board, 
not being an ecclesiastical body, can have no ecclesiastical 
power. The Churches under its patronage, it is said, are 
independent of its control. The adroit excase is offered, 
that the Prudential Committee at Bostou have no autho- 
rity over the mission at Goodwater. No, sir, this excuse 
is not valid. We do not ask the Committee to exercise 
ecclesiastical power ovar the missionaries. We wish tliem 
to say only this : " To our brethren over the prairies, 
greeting : we have no control over you or your Churches, 
and we wish none ; but we are put in trust with and have 
control over the funds with which you sre supported ; 
now, we say to you frankly, if you receive slaveholders 
into your Churches, and so put us in complicity with 
slavery, we will give you no more money ! " That would 
end the controversy in short ordsrl 

Suppose it were reported at the Missionary House in 
Pembeitoa Square that the missionaries nmoDg the 
Cherokeea were receiving into their Churche3 Unitariiins, 
or Uuiversulists, or Roiiian Catholics ; what would the 
Prudential Committee do? I tell you that the Pope of 
Home never thundered a bull of excommunication more 
4 
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suddenly at renegade priest or Protestant heretic than 
the American Board would send forth a letter of excom- 
munication of those baclisliding missionariea ! When 
any sin but the national sin comes to light, Pemberton 
Square gathers blackness and thunders forth its voice I 
Let the cry of adultery be raised against an unfortunate 
Secretary, and the Prudeatiiil Committee rise up in their 
majesty and might, and, before the evidence is rendered, 
before the facts are known, on the first blush of suspicion, 
they say, " Cut him off! cut him off I " Thus they cut 
off Dr. Pomroy before there was the slightest evidence of 
his guilt ; sentencing him on a ('ay's suspicion ; while 
there, in their Cherokee Churches, they had abundant 
evidence that, not for a day, but for forty years, there has 
^ been sanctioned and sustained a system which is not only 
the mother of adultery, but of every other sin ; and yet 
the Prudential Committee, with marvellous consistency, 
cut loose their Secretary, but hold fast their slaveholders I 
I have heard of a woman who was asked what she thought 
of the doctrine of total depravity, and who replied that it 
was " a very good doctrine if people would only live up 
to it " (laughter). Now, the Prudential Committee, of 
course, instruct their missionaries to preach the doctrine 
of total depravity ; the missionaries preach it, and are in 
that respect very orthodox and sound ; but, in justice to 
them, it must be also said tbat they not only preach, but 
practise it (laughter). 

My friend, in one of his rapid incidental references, 
mentioned that "the opposing Society, the American 
Missionary Association, had been broi:ght to deal with 
slave-hiring among their own misi^ionaries." The foct is 
not exactly as Mr. Beecher stated it. There is in Siam 
an institution resemblin'^ slavery. A man is ia^debt and 
cannot pay ; he is held in bondage till he can : the worst 
way in the world to pay a debt I I am willing to admit 
that this is slavery. Kow, one of the mirsionaries of the 
Dew Society, the Kev. Dr. Bradley, emplojcvl in his ser- 
vice a man who was held in that kind of bondage for 
debt. But what then ? The other inis:;ioDaries of the 
station immediately came together and said, "This is 
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hiriag slaves, and we must discountenance it." So, by a 
unanimous vote, they disapproved his act, and sent the 
record of their disapproval to the Executive Committee 
at New York. Their resolution was commended by the 
Committee, who sent back explicit word to the missiona- 
ries never again to hire a man whose labor brought no 
reward to himself. But can Mr. Beecber, or can anybody 
else, tell me why it was that Dr. Bra-iley fell into the 
error of employiooj slave labor? I will tell you how it 
happened. Dr. Bradley had been newly received into 
the en?ployment of the new Society, after having spent 
many years in the service of the American Board — and 
there is where he learned it ! (Laughter.) 

My friend said that the American Board had purged 
ita missions from Caste. You know that caste among 
the Hindoos operates almost os slavery among us. Mr. 
Beecher had a right to speak of this freedom from caste as 
a credit to the Board. Bat howtlid the Board clear itself 
of caste? Eev. Mr. "Winslow was the first man among 
the missionaries to attack it. He exccmmunicatecl seven 
members from his Church because of their adherence to 
caste. Tell me what that caste was I If a man of high 
caste was converted and came into the Church, and a 
man of low caste was converted and came into the 
Church, they preserved their caste inside, as they bad 
preserved it outside, the Church ; like the Jews and the 
Samaritans, they would have no deo.linirs with each 
other. Mr. Winslow said to these men, " But you must 
sit and eat at the same coiEmunion-table, becanse you are 
all brethren in Christ " ; and bcc;iu?o they refn-cd, one 
caste standing on one side of the wall and another on the 
other, he excommvnicnted them. And afterwards the 
Madura mission excommunicated scventij-iwo members at 
one bloio, most of whom were catechlsts, or native teachers, 
because not one of them woviM come into a hoire and 
eat bread with another of a diGbrent cn.: te ! Now, I soy, 
if the American Bo.^.rd re-??.rds the fact thr.t one man 
will not eat bread with another in his own bo:-e such a 
Bin that they must cut cff S8venty-tv;o churc'vni^inibers 
for the offence, is it not high time that the Prudential 
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Committee shon^d say, "As we have cut off these seventy- 
two members for refusing to eat bread together, shall we 
not the rather cut off seventeen members who, for forty 
years, have been stealinjj the labor of black men and sell- 
ing their wives and children ? " For, am 1 unreasonable 
when I hold it to be a greater sin to enslave a man than 
to refuse to eat with him ? 

My friend's allusion, therefore, to the Board as having 
freed itself from caste was a very ur fortunate one for hia 
argument ; for the only thing we ask of the American 
Board is to free itself from slavery, with as much zeal as 
it freed itself from caste, and in exactly the same way — 
by cutting off the offender. Does not consistency require 
it ? If the excision be needed in one case, is it not more 
needed in the other ? 

The inquiry now arises. Why should we cut off our 
contributions from the Board just at the present time ? 
I will tell you why, and this was one reason why I 
brought this map. [Mr. Tiiton here referred again to the 
map of Indian Territory.] You perceive that on the 
north of Indian Territory lies Kansas, on the east Mis- 
souri, and on the south Arkansas. Xow, sir, at this very 
moment secret machinations are going on, between the 
Southern Missourians and the Cherokee leaders, to bring 
in the Cherokee nation as a nev; territory by itself, and 
of course as a slave Territory; You will see the geogra- 
phical reason for this attempt. Missouri is to be free in 
a very few years (sagacious men on the groand say five 
years), not by emancipating her slaves, as m?..nj people 
at the East suppose, but by selling them to other mas- 
ters. Now, if they sell them, whitbcr shall they be taken ? 
Not to Kansas, for that is free ; not to Arkansas, for the 
people are too poor to pay a high price ; not to Texas, 
for that is too far away. There is no place, then, where 
Iil!3S0uri can empty out her slaves unless the Indian 
country can be mai!e into slave States. The first pro- 
posed slave State is the Cherokee dis-.rict. Therefore the 
politiciacs want to mike it cert-.\iQ that ihls intermediate 
ground shall be opened to slavery, on the firm foundation 
of State governments, and hence their machinations to 
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accompliab that object. Now, against tbsae secret, poli- 
tical plottiogs, remember thai; there ia do indoctrina- 
tion of the gojpel of liberty, no exertion of the moral 
power of the Church, no steaJy offiettiog influence by the 
missionaries. How far has this game j3;one on? Mr. 
Sebastian, the other day, introduced a resolution into the 
Senate providing that the same laws and regulations 
\vhich are usually given for the government of the terri- 
tories be extended to the Cherokee nation; so that 
already the movement is on foot. 

Now, sir, tell me hov^ that beautiful country that lies 
north of the Cherokeea was saved to freedom ? [pointing 
to Kansas]. Mr. Beecher can tell ! It was doue by the 
rousing of the whole North to the necessity of making 
Kansas a free State. It was by the universal excitement 
created in the North that Kansas was saved.- And how 
did we save it ? I will tell you a story of a green bag. 
[Mr. Tilton here produced a green bag, which, on being 
opened, was found to contain a Sharp's rifle, which he 
held up to the audience.] I wish to remind Mr. Beecher 
how he helped to make Kansas a free State. 

Mr. Garbett— I rise to a point of order. The gentle- 
man's remarks are not to the question. What relation 
has this rifle to the American Board ? 

Mr. TiLTON—I will tell you ! Thin instrument— well 
dinted by long use— was dedicated by the pastor of this 
Church to the cause of freedom in Kansas. 

Mr. Garbett continued his interruption on the point 
of order, but was called to order by the chair. 

Mr. TiLTON— This wa? one of the original twenty-five 
rifles i jr which Mr. Beecher, during the Kansas excite- 
ment, went around amende the members of his Church 
making personal Eolicitaiion and continual appeal to 
every one. sayiu.^r, " Give m3 money to buy tv;cnty-five 
rifles for Kansr.s."' This riu3 has porfcrmed its mission ; 
it has saen good Eervics thcri (:^pplanr:). 

A GEXTLF-iiAX — Is it loa-' .1 ? (Lau;,Oiter.) 

Mr. TiLTo.s—No! (hug'. tor) — o::ly with an argu- 
ment! 1 will not :^top to ic:! you the history of this 
weapon ; only that it was carried three mouths by Capt. 
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John Brown (applause and bissea). It was present at 
the battle of Osawatomie (load applause followed by 
hisses and renewed applatise). 

The Chair— GeDtlemen are provoking by theirs hisses 
the very thing they are trying to stop. I insist apoa 
order. 

Mr. TiLTOX— I will tell yoa the reason why I exhibit 
this weapon. . When that territory (pointing to Kansas) 
was in dao«:er of falling into the bands of the Slave 
Power, Mr. Beecher's heart was touched to such a degree 
that he went aronnd among you all, and, by personal 
appeal, procured the money to pizrcbasc this rifle, which 
was sent, with two dozen others, to guard the liberties of 
the people of Kansas. But at this moment, sir, at this 
very moment, the Chcrol^ee country is in the same peril 
of coming into the Union as a cow sieve Territory, and I 
come to Mr. Beecb&r cud ask Iiim to send — what? A 
rifle? No, But only tbo tcstiaiony of a strong word I 
1 ask him to remember hh heroic appeals of '56, and now, 
. when there is no necessity for wep.p'ons of carnal warfare, 
now that the time has come when tbc sb2ddiog of blood is 
no longer required, I r.sk him ODiy to send forth, in 
place of his Sharp's riflc3, an easier and milder testi- 
mony, which wi!I make glad again tbe hearts of those free 
men who made Kacsas free ! ( Applnase.) 

Sir, I hav3 dene with tbe crnn (l:^,uf:btcr). Bsit let me 
say a word in conclusion. My frierd, Mr. Benedict, the 
merchant, in the e^.rlj p?.rt of this debate, charged me with 
chasing oce ide?,, as paid, " up MI! e.iid down dale." 
Well, sir, here [poJDtiHjj to tbc Cherck:e country] are 
liills and daks ; and I knovr of cue iJea, sir, v;nich I 
would chase up, and down, cud over, and throusrh these 
game hills and da'p^—nn \de2. 'xhl^h I v;oa'd cba=e ibrough 
every ca'oio aD>.l Vov^:!, thrcncb evtrj cave and solitary 
place, tb:oti[^h every forest cud planta^icn ; I mean, sir, 
the idea tbat tb.!:} l^cjnf.li:! coai -.rv ?V :!! ever be brought 
into tbe Union :i -' .ve Stat" ! - Y* .^, sir, I wou!d cbase 
it through every rjN =!o:i stat:::'D, lii*! every Cburch ; I 
would cbase it up aru down every \Th'.rc, until it should 
be chased cut even from tbe dingy Tiliisionary House in 
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Femberton Square i I am not afraid of chasing one idea 
— particularly the idea that the American nation i3 to 
suffer the shame of a new slave State witboat a struggle 
to save itself against theencroacbmsQt,v7iihout an arous- 
ing of the North to this nev/ yn 'il ot frceJom, witboat the 
sounding of a trumpet to the Ainarieaa i3oard, invoking 
it to utter the voice of its missions against so great a 
crime, without an appeal to tbij Church, that once raised 
its strong risht han'd, armed like a warrior, to defend the 
/reedom of Kansas, to lif\; up at least its solemn warning 
voice against the wrong of wlckod men seizing a new, 
young State and l^adiag it into the Uaioa in chains I 

Sir, if I ever chase one idea, I only say, lot it be an 
idea which is worth chasing ! {Lar.c liter.) 

I tell you, friends and brecbrcj, if iho (Jherokee nation 
is fioallv made a slave State, then, in the laoguage of the 
covenaiic which the minister of :hl3 Church reads from 
this pulpit to every new-comic:' rii .aiber on his profession 
of faitb, " This day and tlds hour vjill be everlasting wit* 
nesses against you " ! Bat if tbi3 Terriiory be saved as a 
free State, then, as of old the vei-y sionca cried out when 
men held their peace, the corner-stono of its freedom will 
bear witness th?.t it was laid this n: ;ht in this Church I 

Sir, the name of this Church, aad of its minister, will 
go into history. Muay mea in inicy lands, lovers of 
their race and v. atcbtiiS of ibe pvocjreHJ- of the age, are 
looking to thii Church aa fain.iii:,; many noble and gene- 
rous hopes. We are a maikud CliurcLi ; tbta nun is a 
marked^ainister. A ciiy that U set npoa a hill cannot 
be hid. We are watched from i;t tv— acro^-s the sea, and 
in foreign lands! We aio; kiuwn everywhere as a 
Church that stands for the F-igbtij of Men. I never have 
been in Europe» but I have b^C"- tol.j th:it ia the famous 
Church of St. Oa:a,iQ one cf tb : cUica of rrunco, it you 
look into the font j^u will az:, r u::-U':l ia tb2 vvjiior, tbe 
whole grand aicbitcelura cf pV.' ^.r, iicd r.rcb, and roof 
So, when tba Torl J loo!:^ invo r:v'.noa'.h Cv.urch, it sees 
reflected in tbe li^bt oi' tbii sir^L' qudrlioQ iis v/Lole his- 
tory, and cbari.:i^;r, and glory I By aud bye, when the 
long story of ihu great stra.'jcle coriics to be written, 
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when the fall.reccr<.l of tbesa stormy ti cues comeg at 
last to be made up and corjpletetl, the que.-?r.loQ will be 
asked, " Yv' he re did tui? Cbarch staiyd? wnev3 did its 
iDimster stand ? " Ah, sir. if ouc ansvrer to-night be not 
clear and true, ve sbLiil cv.-zi upon our Mc Limd u shadow 
and a cloud ! 

, To-night there cornc to 113 from the prairios, through 
■ the long distance of a Ib'V.ijiAuci idiIc-s, the piteoas -appeals 
of two thcusind slaves ilie land of the Cherol^ces to 
two thousand free iivm ia Plymouth Church. They say 
to U3 to-night, *• Brelhfcu,, ".ve ere ia bond:3 j we have reli- 
gious teachers among 1:3 y. 'if tei^ch the strange religion 
that Christiao men'iX'r.T hokl no in r4Dcbri?tiiiQ bonds: 
we have heard of your Cbarcb, and oi yo'.^p minister ; we 
have been told that yon ar.:-. :be frier. u.^ (if the oppressed ; 
we a,re in chains ; VTe&r;!:/] y :a an cipp-L-:iI for liberty. Bre- 
threhj hear us, and loc?e_\to iVoin one boiidU'* 

Men' and worcen ct Ply-nouth Cb-:rdii This is the 
touching plea that co::-:e/ to u;^ at tbia hour! Hark! 
You eaa hivv: it ct n.omenc, mil; :h-^ wich the sigh- 
inga of the we;:it vilno A plea that vcio oc:;i'Li,a3 once 
before, when we all lioter-ed ard r;:^;^!, iV:;n undor the 
thatched roof of tbo r.'.t'n of IJvr:':- 'i\,:-n I What 
answer shall we s^^ind c-.el: t ' tV;:?n r^t^: ionj^r:; ? If you 
cast your vote to h^UzUi'\ ic'.i ^li^-ioaai-y Doard, to' 
endorse its coinpuui^.y -"i.h tl:e c; '^^v^rir^cit of these 
Christian daves, vou ^Kv to c -'crv c:h; »;f • -10:^ dii?ky men 
aud v/oraea v;ho aie lo.: cry'.::;* Oa-: to tui3 Church, 
" Hush your plea ! <aH-l-.i;. ^ru-cry ! %ve:;.r) oar chains ! " 

Arc y.i!i 7/il:i:^^ to rjuh i:^j.d, \7;:i:o God 

stands look in:; ro-.-n :^;•v^ . : i-. jn the 

nainc of j-v^tivO, 'l: Lji ,.,1 ?,u;::..--.>; — n;iy, sir, ia the 
name of Cjvi.t's lovo, ' . ^ c:' C;iri^t';: poor — 

I bc^^tC'i yO'T to .; ■ - ■ ■ ^ :\.^.:d the 
opprr-^i->L- ! I ^ray v.; . . ..'ve io 'v.^i-oli, nnd juiElice, 
and cour.:;ge ! 

[Mr. Tiiton took hh : ;. I xr.! :.:.o long-contiared 
applaiicL".] 



